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Hello everyone, I am hoping that you are all well, healthy 
and thriving.  The past few months have been a series 
of tests against humanity.  First we were placed in our 
homes to see how long we can stay without having to 
see our family and friends.  We are still in this time of 
trials, and while we are able to adjust by using the tech-
nologies we have handy for our use, we are able to adapt 
and maintain our connections virtually, though we don’t 
see each other physically.  It is almost like a Sci-Fi Movie, 
but it is happening for real. 
 
Recently, we have experienced the threat of Civil unrest 
which is now causing tension in our country.  I hope and 
pray that our Great Creator would guide us all through 
this process of healing our country.  We as a Masonic 
Fraternity do not talk Politics in our Medium/Forum and/
or Lodges.  However, I believe that it is also upon us to 
be the medium of Peace, Justice, Equality and most im-
portantly Humanity.  We are taught to regard the whole 
human species as One Family, the High and the Low, the 
Rich and the Poor, and we should Love and Protect each 
other as we are created by one Great Architect.  I call 
upon you to be a catalyst for Peace and Order. 
 
I would like to thank those of you that have supported the 
Lodge of Perfection “Perfect Donor Program”.  Although we 

have not seen each other for a few months, you continue 
to support our goals.  Our San Diego RiteCare Childhood 
Language Center, even during this pandemic situation,  
continues to serve her Clients - the children that are en-
rolled in our clinic.   We ask that you continue to support 
our fundraising efforts for our children.  Please write your 
check payable to “Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite”. 
Please write “For Perfect Donor Program” in the Memo 
Line.  There have been a few of you that have sent in 
your donations and I would like to thank those of you 
for doing so.  But wait there’s more!  Those of you that 
would give $365.00 or more would be appreciated at our 
very next meeting.  Again, Thank you so much for your 
support.  

At the time of this writing, I cannot tell you when we will 
be able to see each other physically.  I am praying for all 
of you to stay healthy and safe, and I hope that we will 
see each other at the very soonest opportunity possible. 
Hoping that you all have a great Independence Day cel-
ebration and a wonderful Summer time! 
   
I miss you all, and I look forward to seeing all of you soon. 

The year is 2020, what came you here to do? 
 
Hon. Nathaniel “Chino” Torres, KCCH
Venerable Master

Venerable Master's Message
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SCOTTISH RITE POCKET PETITION

I respectfully petition your Valley for membership.

My full name is (please print)

First:_________________________________________
Middle:_______________________________________
Last:_________________________________________

Date of Birth:__________________________________
Place of Birth:__________________________________

My mailing address is
Address:______________________________________
City, St, Zip:___________________________________
Email address:_________________________________

My employer information
My occupation is:_______________________________
Employer:_____________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City, Zip:______________________________________

My contact information
Home phone:__________________________________
Cell phone:____________________________________

Other information
Wife’s name:___________________________________
Blue Lodge name:______________________________
Blue Lodge number:_____________________________
Blue Lodge City/St:______________________________

*Recommended By:_____________________________

*Recommended By:_____________________________

* By endorsing this petition, you are making a commit-
ment to attend this candidate’s degrees.

I certify the above to be true to the best of my  knowledge.

Signature:____________________________________

Application fee for 2020 
is $200.00. Date is TBD.

If more information is needed please call:
            (619) 293-4888

Return this petition along with a check for the application fee to:

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
1895 Camino Del Rio South
San Diego, CA  92108-3601

San Diego Scottish Rite
Covid-19 Update

Brethren,

Once again we need to ask for your patience as we navi-
gate the unknown waters of a pandemic. Each month we 
think, “Just another month…” 
 
If you follow the local, state, and national news, you know 
that the pandemic is not winding down. It is escalating.
 
We cannot, in good conscience, open our doors to our 
resident lodges, affiliated men and ladies groups, and 
even to normal commercial event business. If one person 
brings the virus in, or unknowingly contracts it under our 
roof, there is no justification for the consequences.
 
The Grand Master and the Sovereign Grand Inspector 
General in California both consider the health and well-
being of Masons and their families to be the highest pri-
ority. Our RiteCare Childhood Language Center clients 
are being served by virtual (online) meetings with their 
speech pathologist to protect their health.
 
Each of us must follow the CDC guidelines to ensure we 
preserve our good health. Opening the Scottish Rite Ma-
sonic Center will happen only when the governor, health 
officials, and our leadership announce that we can safely 
do so. Therefore, we must remain closed at least for the 
month of July. We have to reevaluate where we are each 
month. Hopefully, we can reopen in August.
 
Until we see you again, watch out for one another, read 
your monthly bulletin or visit our website for the latest 
news.

If you have any questions, feel free to ask me via email 
or voicemail.
 
Thank you for all that you do for Scottish Rite, Valley of 
San Diego!
 
Sincerely and fraternally,

 
JoJo Quimpo, 33°
General Secretary
Scottish Rite Valley of San Diego
(619) 293-4888



CIRCLE OF CONCERN
Allen, James W. "Bill"
Balkin, Herschel
Bauersfeld, Richard
Capule, Bienvenido
Crawford, James W.
Domingo, Bernardo P.
Ford, John
Heath, Donald W.

Jones, Thomas E IV
Lipa, Joseph B.
Markson, Richard E.
McMillen, Kenneth
Parker, William H. 
Plastik, Lee
Rash, Ronald R.

If you would like to contact any of these brethren and need 
more information concerning condition, addresses, and 
telephone numbers, please contact the office staff at 
(619) 293-4888.
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San Diego RiteCare
Childhood Language Center

 
Director / Speech Pathologist:  Tina Burns

Office Manager:  Sharon Bullard 
www.sdritecare.org

Donations may be made by a group, an organization, a 
couple or an individual, and may be made in honor of, or in 
memory of someone held in particular esteem by the donor.  
All donors are recognized in the Bulletin.

Thank You To Our May 2020 Donors

Friends of the Center

365 Club 
William Mangum

The Perfect Donor Program
Robert Stuckey
Chino Torres
Ernie Tumalad
 on behalf of the Luzon Bodies of the Ancient & 
 Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the 
 Republic of the Philippines
Richard Chavez

Sustaining Member 
Jon & Kathleen Nevin 

Sponsor
Ed & Mary Fletcher Family Fund

Grand Sponsor
The Nordson Corporation Foundation

News from the Center
from Tina Burns , M.A., CCC-SLP

Adapting to Teletherapy
The children and the families of the Language 
Center have settled into teletherapy quite nicely.  
Just like the in-person sessions we previously 
had, each week we have a theme.  Themes range 
from dinosaurs to body parts to transportation.  
This provides opportunities for exposure to many 
new vocabulary words and keeps the children en-
gaged, as we are always doing something new.  
Through teletherapy, I have had to get creative.  
I email the parents in advance with information 
about the theme for the week, a homework activ-
ity, and a list of toys or materials they can have 
ready during their child’s teletherapy session.  
The children are then able to follow directions, 
say specific words, and follow play routines as we 
use the toys and materials that we both have.  A 
couple weeks ago, we did “birthday party” as our 
theme.  We read a birthday party book, decorated 
cupcakes through an online activity, then made 
toy cupcakes and opened presents.  A mother of 
one of my clients sent this picture of her two year 
old as they were preparing for our session.  As you 
can see, they get excited for her speech-therapy 
sessions and the little girl is really progressing!  
      
On behalf of myself, the clients, and their fami-
lies, thank you for your continued support of the  
RiteCare Language Center!
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FRATERNITY
by

Carlos M. Rudametkin, 32°
Scottish Rite, Valley of San Diego

"The perfect form of friendship is that between the good, 
and those who resemble each other in virtue. For these 
friends wish each alike the other's good in respect of 
their goodness, and they are good in themselves; but it is 
those who wish the good of their friends for their friends' 
sake who are friends in the fullest sense, since they 
love each other for themselves and not accidentally…" 

Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics

One of the pillars on which freemasonry is based is 
the fraternity and fellowship of their brothers, making 
us a very different group from other associations or 
groups, that although they practice a friendship, fra-
ternity and brotherhood, they do so for purposes very 
different from those of freemasonry; since our initia-
tion into the mysteries of the craft, we hear the word 
brother, or we refer to each other as brothers, so in 
this article, I will like to explain the meaning of frater-
nity, brotherhood and friendship, waiting for the light of 
knowledge spreads among all of us to understand this 
very important matter.

Fraternity is a term derived from the Latin frater, which 
means brother. For this reason, fraternity means kin-
ship between brothers or brotherhood. The universal 
fraternity designates the good relationship between 
men, where the feelings of affection of the blood broth-
ers, union and good correspondence develop.

In Freemasonry,  fraternity is the bond between men 
based on respect for the dignity, equal rights of all hu-
man beings and solidarity for one another; when we 
practice fraternity, we learn our own nature, which 
leads us to know ourselves, by the knowledge of our 
fellow men and at the same time with the fellowship of 
our brethren, in order to achieve our ideals and prac-
tice our virtues.

 
The following quote is from a brother Eduardo Ramírez 
Garza, “…true fraternity knows neither hatred nor envy. 
Fraternity is a word, an eternal and universal concept, 
powerful impulse generating love between men, love 
and good correspondence between brothers, living in 
perfect harmony. Fraternity is the embrace of man with 
man, of time with time, of the earth with heaven, of the 
spirit with the G:.A:.O:.U:.."

The term brotherhood is the one that is used to des-
ignate that bond that is established between brothers 
and that is normally characterized by feelings such as 
affection, empathy, compassion, accompaniment, etc. 
Brotherhood is one of the deepest relationships that a 
person can develop throughout his life. The brother-
hood, based on this idea, is also understood as any 
union of people that is based on similar feelings and 
that involves complete commitment to others.

Friendship (from Latin amicĭtas, from amicus, friend) is 
an affective relationship between two or more people. 
Friendship is one of the most common interpersonal 
relationships that most people have in life, friendship 
is born when people encounter common concerns and 
feelings as well as mutual trust.

Pythagoras, tells us that Cicero, maintained that: 
"Friendship is equal to equality." Through friendship, 
it is possible for men to feel bonded and in the same 
way, what make one happy will make the other the 
same. From here derives the fraternity, this cause, 
psychic phenomenon, engenders the union, equality 
of feelings and wills between diverse beings. This is 
how common feelings are born and formed, which, 
crystallizing in common wills, are presented in society 
as a real phenomenon.

The philosopher  
Epicurus (341 to 
270 BC), states: 
"Of all the means 
of which wis-
dom is armed to 
achieve happi-
ness in life, the 
most important by 
far is friendship."
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As well Aristotle mentions 3 types of friendships:

1 
The first is called "useful friendship": In this 

type of friendship, people are involved not because of 
affection but because they receive some benefit. This 
friendship is not permanent, it usually falls apart when 
the benefits are exhausted, this friendship is superfi-
cial, "it is easily dissolved", this type of friendship is 
broken and is based on something that brings the rela-
tionship with the other person easily. Aristotle uses the 
example of commerce and explains that useful friend-
ships are often among the opposite people, in order to 
make the most of their trade.

2
 The second type of accidental friend-

ship is “pleasure-based friendship”. It usually occurs 
among friends who participate in similar activities such 
as sports, or meetings that seek pleasure together. It 
usually ends when the satisfaction changes or when a 
person matures and stops frequenting these types of 
activities. Both accidental friendships are limited and 
do not fully embody the word friend, which comes from 
the same root as love, where both people are attract-
ed to each other's cleverness or wit, looks, or other 
pleasant qualities. Aristotle says that the friendship of 
pleasure is normally built among young people, pas-
sions and pleasures are great influences in their life. 
This type of relationship is characterized by feelings 
such as passion among lovers, or the feeling of be-
longing among a group of like-minded ideas of friends, 
where they are looking for something that is pleasant 
for them today.

3
 The third type of friendship is called the 

“friendship of the good”. In this friendship, an appre-
ciation of the good and virtuous of life is shared and 
there is no reason to profit. These relationships usu-
ally last a lifetime, as long as the person has a cer-
tain level of kindness, we can have friends, but there 
are only a few who really have friendships in the true 

sense of the word. People who lack empathy cannot 
have this type of relationship since it is necessary to 
give ourselves, serve and give our time to the other 
person. These are truly intimate and deep friendships; 
They are usually pleasant and beneficial, but that's the 
least. These friendships do not really have a reason, 
as everything that is truly good and valuable exists for 
themselves, without further purposes. People involved 
in the friendship of good must be able to value lovingly 
about being loved and, as such, their relationship is 
based more on loving the other person and wanting 
what is good for them. Goodness is a lasting quality, 
so goodness-based friendships tend to be long last-
ing.
 
In short, friendship is a universal value, as valid in the 
past as in the present, and the possibility of an ethical 
fraternity is founded on it. Having friends is a necessity 
and a joy, especially in times where, as today, human 
relationships are marked by fluency and where noth-
ing seems to be forever.

In conclusion, dear Brethren, we must ask some ques-
tions.  Do we act in fraternity in front of our brothers? 
What kind of friendship do we profess in our Masonic 
life or outside lodge in accordance to Aristotle? It is 
true that we come to share knowledge and be in har-
mony with our brothers or it is only a vision of the ego 
that makes us proud to mention that we are friends.
Fraternity, brotherhood and friendship of the good, 
must always be linked, the first would be like the cin-
der block, the second the glue that ties it, and the third 
the virtuous hand of Master Mason, I leave this article 
for your consideration and hope it will make us reflect 
that as Freemasons, one for all and all for one.



PRELATE’S MESSAGE

Heavenly Father and Healer,

We give You thanks for life and 
our ability to share hope for the 
future.  Help us to maintain the 
qualities that we cherish as we 
struggle to emerge from the 
pandemic in which we have been  engulfed.

Through our faith and our Masonic principles let us  
restore the relationships that sustain us.

Amen.  

Hon Davis Winesett, KCCH
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Charitable Giving 
MADE EASY!

Generate income for you and your family 
and help the charity of your choice through a 

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA).

When you make a donation of $5,000 or more to our 
CGA program, you will receive quarterly income based 
on your age and the corresponding rate as set by the 

American Council on Gift Annuities.

Benefits of a CGA*
• Fixed income for life

• Significant tax deduction

• Competitive rate of return

• Capital gains tax advantage 
* Gift Annuities are not available in some states.

Choose Your Charity
• Rebuilding the Temple Campaign

• Scholarships

• California Scottish Rite Foundation

Example:
$10,000 Gift Annuity

Age 50 4.0%

Age 60 4.7%

AGE 70 5.6%

AGE 80 7.3%

AGE 90 9.5%

These fixed rates, current as of 
5/22/18, are for a single life Gift 
Annuity. Chart is for illustrative 

purposes only.

To learn more about the CGA Program, please contact Major Donor Officer Donald 
W. Heath, 33°, CFP at 1-858-335-2070 or dheath@scottishrite.org.

Perfect Donors
Ill:. Robert Stuckey, 33°
Bro. Ernie Tumalad, 32°
 on behalf of the Luzon Bodies of the 
 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of 
 Freemasonry of the Republic of the 
 Philippines
Hon. Nathaniel “Chino” Torres, KCCH
Ill:. Richard Chavez, 33
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ALL MEALS REQUIRE A RESERVATION 
WHICH CAN BE DONE THROUGH THE WEB SITE 

www.scottishritesandiego.org

Attention wives, family and care givers:  
Should the person to whom this newsletter is addressed 
be ill or in some difficulty, please call 619-293-4888.  

SAN DIEGO SCOTTISH RITE CONTACTS

Scottish Rite Office….....………………..…………(619) 293-4888
Sales & Marketing…............................................(619) 297-0397
                sdeventscenter.com
Meal Reservations……..…………………………..(619) 293-4888 
Fax Machine…………..………………………...….(619) 297-2751
General Secretary Email………...........................jojo@sd-src.org
Bulletin Email……….…………………..........srpubs1@gmail.com
Website……………..………………www.scottishritesandiego.org
Language Center………….........…………………(619) 291-2506
Language Center Email…….........................speech@sd-src.org

The Bulletin is the official publication of the San 
Diego Bodies, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

of Freemasonry.
The Bulletin is published monthly at:

1895 Camino Del Rio South
San Diego, CA 92108-3601

(619) 293-4888                 Fax (619) 297-2751
www.scottishritesandiego.org 

The views expressed in the Bulletin are not nec-
essarily those of the Scottish Rite   Bodies.  Sub-
mission of articles are welcome and due by the 
Stated Meeting of the month preceding the 
publication.  All articles or ads will be placed in 
the Bulletin at the discretion of the Printmaster or 
Personal Representative due to space limitations 
and/or content.
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to the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the 
World) of the Inspector General Knights 
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the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States 
of America, whose See is at Charleston, in the 
state of South Carolina.
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